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Is the ethic of psychoanalysis relevant to the ethics of political rule?

Psychoanalysis is a theory, a practice and an ethic. Its originator, Sigmund Freud,
posited the psyche as functioning in a field of composite forces, both external and
internal. The ego serves three masters- reality, desire represented by the id, and
values represented by the superego. Although famous for the dictum “where id was
there ego shall be”, Freud consistently showed that mental health may be achieved
only when all forces are expressed, maintaining checks and balances between
them. None are inherently "good" or "bad". The healthy psyche is by nature
polyphonic. It cannot achieve health in a surrounding that disallows any of its
internal or driving forces.

The extension of Freud’s psyche to the area of political government necessarily
implies Liberal democracy. By symbolic analogy, liberal democracy also has three
independent agencies: legislative, judicial and executive. In order to function well,
liberal democracy must uphold a strong separation of agencies, as well as checks
and balances among them. Most importantly, and in clear analogy to the need to
take the conscious into account, liberal democracy is ethically committed to uphold
the rights of minorities.

A danger that faces democracies is a tyranny of the
majority. Here, a democratically elected government reflecting majority
views, does not guarantee fundamental individual rights, political equality and
minority rights. This danger is especially strong when a state does not have a
constitution that defends democratic principles. From the vantage point of
psychoanalysis this must be both ethically wrong and detrimental to good
government. Does this amount to a clear stance of psychoanalysis on political
matters? Would a psychoanalyst object professionally or intuitively to blind majority
rule? I shall discuss these matters with special reference to Israel's government,
following it latest election.
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Eivar n nO6ikAQ TnG wuxavaAuong OXeTIKA HE TNV NOIKAR TNG NOAITIKAG
eSouoiag;

H wuyxavaAuon anoteAei Bswpia, npakTikn kal n6ikn apxn. O dnuioupyog Tng,
SiYKHoUuvT OpOIvVT, Bewpnos OTI 0 YUXIOPOG AsiToupyei O €va nedio oUvOETWV
EVOPUNOEWV, TOOO EEWTEPIKWY 000 KAl ECWTEPIKWV. TO EYW UNNPETEl TPEIG APEVTEC:
TNV NPaypaTikoTNTA, TNV €NIBUMia Nou avTinpoowneUETAl ano To EKEiVo, Kal TIG aieg
nou avTinpoowneUovTdl dnod To UnNepeyw. Av Kal didonuog yia To pnTo "onou nTav
TO eKkeivo, ekei Ba Bpebei kal To eyw", 0 DPOIVT £DeIEE Ye ouVENEIA OTI N YUXIKN UYEia
unopei va eniteuxBei povo otav ek@palovTtal OAEG Ol EVOPUNOEIC, dIATNPWVTAG
eAEYXOUC Kal I0opponiec HETAEU Touc. Kavevac dev sival eyyevmg "kaAog" n "kakog".
O uyINg YuxIopog sival and Tn puUon ToU NMOAUPWVIKOG. AEV UMOPEl va enITEUXOEI
uyeia oe €va nepiBadAAov nou anayopelsl onoladrnnoTe and TIC EO0WTEPIKEG N
KIVNTAPIEG EVOPUNOEIC TOU.

H enékTaon Tou WuxIiopoU Tou PpOIVT OToV TOUEA TNG MNOAITIKAC dlakuBEpvnong
OUVENAYETal avaykaoTika TNV PIAeAeUBepn dnuokpaTia. Kata cupBoAikn avaloyia,
N @IAeAelBepn dnuUoKpaATia €xel €MionNG TPEIGC AveEAPTNTOUC (POPEIC: VOUOBETIKNA,
OIKAOTIKA Kal €KTEAEOTIKN. Ma va Asitoupynosl KaAd, n GIAeAeUBepn dnuokpaTia
npenel va diatnpnaosl €vav 1oxupod diaxwpiopd TV QOpPEwV, KABWCE Kal EAEyXOUC Kal
Ic0pponiec YETAEU Touc. To MIo oNUAvTIKO, KAl O oadr avaloyia YUe TNV avaykn va
AneBsi unown To cuveldnTod, €ivalr 0TI N PIAEAsUBepn dnuokpaTia €ival néika
deopeuPEVN va npoaaonilel Ta OIKAIWPATA TWV HEIOVOTATWV.

'Evag kivduvog nou avTigeTwnifouv ol dnUoKpaTieG €ival n Tupavvia Tng
nAsioyneiac. Edw, pia dnUOKPATIKA €KAEYUEVR KUBEpvNON Mou avTavakAd TG
anoweic Tng nAsioyn@iag, dev eyyudTtal Ta BspeAiodn dTouika dikdiwupaTta, Tnv
NOAITIKA 100TNTA Kal Ta dikaiwpaTa Twv HeElovoTATwY. O Kivduvog auTtdg esival
101aiTepa 10xUPOC OTAV €va kpdaTtog dev d1absTel oUvTayua nou unepacnileral TIC
ONUOKPATIKEG ApXEC. AN TNV OKoMId TNG yuxavaAuong, auTo MPENEl va €ival Kal
N6ika AaBog kal enidAuio yia Tnv KaAn diakuBEpvnon. AuTo 1I00dUVaUEl e Jia aagn
oTtaon TNG wuxavailuoncg oc noAiTikG 8<uata; 'Evac wuxavaAuTtng 8a avTiTaxBsi
€nayyeAUaTika n d1aiobnTikd oto TUPAO kavova Tnc nAsiowneiag, ©a oulnTnow
auTa Ta Bfuata pe 131aiTEPn avagopda otnv KuBEpvnon Tou IopanA, HETA TIC
TEAEUTAIEC EKAOYEG.



