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By appearances, Bob seems to be living in the present. In his fifties, he is handsome, stylish,
and casually dressed. He is married and has two teenage children. But within minutes of first
meeting, I begin to doubt what I see. His speech is fractured, idiosyncratic, unintelligible. He
shifts from past tense to present without awareness. I am often confused about what
happened, when it happened, and to whom. Over time, I realize he is not internally located
in the present but remains the twelve-year-old boy whose older brother killed himself. His
gaze rarely meets mine. In the coming six years I will continually experience having my core
sense of reality tested by his transient, fractured communications. When trauma shattered
the cohesion of the self and “destroyed time” for Bob, he managed to hold himself more or
less together with the help of haunting ghosts. Bob will introduce his ghosts to me, which are
not abstractions but are experienced by him, and ultimately by me, as tangible presences in
the room. I will often feel a need to protect myself from his (and, at times, my own) sense of
disintegration. I will feel a paradoxical combination of radical otherness in him while at the
same time a certain sense of shared dread.

This paper is the story of how my connection with Bob deepened as I eventually learned to
honor his ghosts through access to my own dissociated memories of traumatic loss that had
left a ghostly presence in its wake. I hope to show how a difficult and complex immersion into
haunted worlds—Bob’s and my own—created the possibility for new relational depths and the
reemergence of Bob’s creativity.
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Senaywvovrag To Xpovo TIG ZTOIXEIWHEVEG 'Qpeg: Mia Zxeoiakn Mpooféyyion oTo
20vOeTo Tpalua

daivopevikd, o Bob poialel va Cel oto napov. XTa NEVAVTA Tou Xpovia, €ival OHopPpog, KOUWOG
kal ge xaAapd vruaoigo. Eival navrpeuévog kai €xel dUo €pnpa naidid. AAG péoa o Aiya AenTa
oTnv NpwTn ouvavtnon, apxiw va ap@IBarlw yia auto nou BAEnw. O Adyog Tou eival
anoonacparikog, 1016Tunog, akataAnnrtoc. MeraTtonileTar and Tov napeABovra xpodvo aTo
napov Xwpic va To avtiAapBaverail. Zuxva pnepdevopal yia To TI £xel GUMBEl, NOTE oUVERN, Kal
O€ nolov.

Me Tov kaipd, ouveldnTonolw OTI E0WTEPIKA dev BpiokeTal oTto napodv, aAAd napayevel To
OwWOEKAXPOVO ayopl TOU onoiou 0 YEYAAUTEPOG adep@POC auTokTOVNOEs. To BAEUKA Tou onavia
ouvavTta To JIKO Pou. ZTa endpeva €8 xpovia Ba viwbw ouveXwg Tn Bacikn Pou aiobnon nepi
npaypaTikoTnTag va dokipdadeTal and 00a Pou €NIKOIVWVEI Napodika kal onacpwdikd. ‘Otav To
TpaUpa YKPEWIOE T OUVOXH TOU €QUTOU KAl «KATEOTPEWE TOv XpOvo» yia Tov Bob, ekeivog
kaTtagpepe va kpatnOei Aiyo-noAu ye Tn Bonbeia pavTacudTwyv nou Tov otoixeiwvav. O Bob Ba
MOU OuOThOoEl Ta QavTacuatd Tou, Ta onoia Oe&v anoTeAoUV a@npnMEVEC €vvoleg, aAAd
BiwvovTal and Tov idlo, Kal v TEAEl KI and guéva, we anTEG NAPOUTIEC EVTOC Tou dwdaTiou.
Suxva 6a viwbw Tnv avaykn va npooTatelow Tov €auTtd pou and Tnv aiobnon
KaTakeppaTiopgoU Tou (Kal, HEPIKEG POPEG, KI and Tn OIkn HJou avTioToixn aiodnon). Oa vimow
£€vav napado&o cuvduaouo dpAaTIKNG ETEPOTNTAC MECA TOU, EVM TAUTOXPOVA Hia oagpn aicbnon
KolvoU Tpouou.

AUTO TO apBpo €ival n 1oTopia ToU TPOMNOU WE TOoV onoio n oUvdeon Pou PeE Tov Bob Babuve
kabwg €uaba, TeAIKG, va TIH® Ta PAvTAoudTd ToUu MEOW TNC NMpoofacng OTIG OIKEG Hou
anooXIOWEVEC avauVvhOEIC TPAUUATIKNG anwWAEIag nou ixav aproel hia okiwdn napouacia oTo
nEpaocua Touc. EANidw va avadei&w To Nwg pia dUoKoAn kal aUveeTn BUBION O CTOIXEIWHUEVOUG
KOONOUG —Tou Bob kai Tou dikoU pou- dnuioUpynos Tn duvaToTnTa yia vEd oxeolakd Baln kai
TNV €navepgavion Tng dnuioupyikoéTNTag Tou Bob.



