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A single group meeting with parents of survivors

On October 23rd, three thousand women and men are gathering to a nature party.
With sunrise, the climax of the party, rocket fire is heard, and then... shooting is
heard too. This is the beginning of a whole day of trying to survive in a place that
has turned from a field of love to a killing field. At the same time parents all over
Israel are waking up to the sound of sirens followed by a barrage of missiles, finding
out that their sons or daughters, during long hours, are in a life-threatening danger.
Hundreds out of the party goers are killed, some brutally abused and tens more
kidnapped.

In this national shock many therapists volunteer to help. I'm getting a call from a
person from "Psychologists in Emergency". I ask her what is this organization and
she answers: "It's not an organization, we just gathered here". In five minutes of
the conversation we concocted the idea of a group meeting for parents of youth
who survived the party.

In this improvised setting (Bass, Laor) ten strangers join by zoon. The story of the
meeting is fully described in the paper. I open the meeting with apprehension
knowing that these people underwent horrors, trying to enable them a safe place
(Bromberg) to expresses their feelings.

In one moment of the meeting one of the mothers starts crying and says:
“yesterday I published a post of thanks, thanking god, those who helped my
daughter and in the end I didn't know what to write... It was painful for me because
I felt as if I am happy while there are those whose children did not return... We are
in funerals all the time”. I say that this is a real joy that her child returned,
alongside with the sadness for those who died, and explain about “survivors’ guilt”.
Many of the participants nod in agreement.

Strangers fall on each other’s shoulders in a group meeting that is but a drop in
the ocean, but a drop with meaning in this journey that we are all just beginning.
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Mia eviaia opadikn ouvavrnon He opdadec emMlwvTwy

2TIG 23 OkTwPpiou, TPEIG XIANIADEG YUVAIKEG KAl AVOPEG CUYKEVTPWVOVTAl OE €va
napTi otn @UON. Me TNV AvaToAr Tou nAiou, 0To dnokopUPwWHa Tou NapTi, EEKIva n
ekTOEEUON NUpPaUAWV, KAl KETA... akoUyovTadl Kal nupoBoAiguoi. AuTr €ival n apxn
TNg npoonabeiag enifiwong, nou didpKei pia oAOKANpn WEPA, O €va PEPOG NOU EXEI
MeTaTpanei ano nedio aydnng o nedio Bavdarou. TauToxpova ol Yoveig o' OAo To
IopanA &unvouv anodé Tov NXo TwV CEIPAVWV MOou akoAouBeital and éva kupa
nupaUuAwyv, avakaAunTovTag OTI Ol YIol i} 0l KOPEG TOUG, YIa NOAAEG WPEG, BpiokovTal
oe kivOuvo nou aneiAei Tn {wr) Toug. EkaTovradeg and Toug NApEUPICKOUEVOUG GTO
napTi OKOTWVOVTAI, MEPIKOI KakonolouvTal Bdvauoa kal OekAdeG akoua
anaydyovra’l.

e auto To €BVIKO 0ok MOAAoiI BepaneuTeg npoopepbnkav va PBonbricouv. Mou
TNAEQPWVNOE KAMoIoG and To TUAUA WUXOAOYIKAC NapEPBACNC EKTAKTNG AvVAyKnC.
Tnv pwTaw TI €ival auTh n opyavwaon Kal Jou anavTa: Ogv gival opyavwon, anAwg
OUYKEVTPWONKape edw. Méoa og NEvTe AenTd oulnTnong kataAn&ape aTnv 18€a Hiag
opadiknG ouvavTnong yia Toug YOVEIG TwV VEWV nou en&dnoav oTo NApTl. 2€ AuTo
To auTtooxedio oknviko (Bass, Laor) déka dayvwoTol ouvavinbnkav HECW TNG
01adIKTUAKAG NAAT@OpPAg zoom. H 10Topia TG ouvavTnong NeplypaPeTal NANPwWe
oTo apBpo. Zekivaw TN ouvavrtnon yvwpilovrag kKal KatavowvTac OTI auToi ol
avlpwnol £{noav €QIAATIKEG OTIYMEC, NMPoonadbwvTac va TOUG NMPOCPEPOUNE €va
ao@aA£g pépog (Bromberg) yia va ekppdoouv Ta ouvaiodruaTa Toud.

S € JIa OTIYMN TNG ouvavtnong pia anod TIG UNTEPEC apxilel va Agel kAaiyovTag: "X0eg
dnuUooisuca £va €uxapioTAPIO WAVUPA, EUXApIoTOVTAC Tov ©Otgd, €Keivoug mnou
BonBnaoav Tnv KOpn HJou Kai oTo TEAOG Oev NEEpa TI va ypadyw... 'HTav oduvnpo yia
MEVa yiaTi EviwBa oav va €ipal EUTUXIOWEVN EV® UNAPXOUV EKEIVOI TWV OMNoiwv Ta
naidid dev eneoTpeyav... Eipaote og kndeieg OAN TNV wpa". Aéw OTI AUTH €ival pia
NpayuaTikn xapd nou To naidi TG en€oTpewse, yadi e Tn BAIYnN yia oooucg nédavav,
kal €&nyw yia Tnv evoxn Twv "emlwvtwv". MoAAoi and TOUC CUMMETEXOVTEG
OUNPWVOUV YVEPOVTAC BETIKA TO KEPAAI TOUG. =€vol NEPTOUV 0 £VAG OTOV WHO TOU
aAAou og pia opadikf ouvavtnon nou dev €ival napd Wia oTayova oTov WKeavo,
aAAd pia oTrayova Pe vonua o autd To Ta&idl nou OAol HOAIG EeKIVAE.



	Shira Kedem Ayalon
	Shira Kedem Ayalo

